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The Big Picture:
Stalemate, Not
Checkmate.
By Colin Reed
What happened?
Even with the dust settling, the big
surprise from last week’s election is
without a doubt Republican success
in races for the U.S. Senate. True, no
one (including this writer) forecast the
impressive GOP pick-ups in the House
of Representatives, but without an actual
majority, they still cannot control the
levers of government.

That was then. Fast forward a decade, and
the partisan gulf between the two parties
has reached unprecedented levels. Biden
is presiding over a party united in their
disdain of Donald Trump but divided on
almost everything else.
Meanwhile, as the last vestige of GOP
governing power, McConnell must
balance the desires of more than 70
million Trump voters who believe the
election was stolen with his members
facing re-election in purple parts of the
country in 2022.

“The partisan gulf between
the two parties has reached
unprecedented levels”

Not so in the Senate, where (pending
unlikely events in January’s two special
elections in Georgia) Kentucky’s Mitch
McConnell, fresh off a 20-point reelection to a new six-year term himself,
is poised to retain his title as majority
leader.

Further fanning the flames are the half
dozen (at least) GOP senators laying
the groundwork for their own 2024
presidential bids. It’s a potent political
cocktail, and not a recipe that portends
well for passing the sweeping societal
changes many on the left are craving.

What does it mean?

Instead, look for the president-elect
to keep his immediate focus on the
COVID-19 pandemic. He grounded
nearly his entire campaign as a
referendum on Trump’s handling of
coronavirus, and if he is to claim a
mandate, this is the topic to do so –
especially as daily case numbers are
hitting grim new highs day after day.
Passing another round of economic relief
– whose benefits have lapsed since July
even as 21 million Americans are reliant
on assistance – is likely to be a priority for
the incoming administration.

Much has been made of the longstanding
relationship between McConnell and
President-elect Biden, two figures who
have been at the centre of the political
universe for decades. Before Biden’s
elevation from the Senate as President
Obama’s number two in 2008, he and
McConnell spent 24 years together in
the U.S. Senate. During the Obama
presidency, they served as their party’s
respective lead dealmakers during some
of Washington’s greatest stalemates.

Then it’s possible the Senate finds
other areas of agreement with the new
administration on matters that may
not grab headlines but will resonate
with voters back home. Less flashy
and more localized items, such as the
reauthorization of the Highway Act or
legislation on par with the 21st Century
Cures Act tackling the opioid epidemic,
could be realistic compromises to get
done. After all, this would be the type of
bipartisanship that U.S. Senator Susan
Collins – who ran nearly 20 points ahead
of Trump in her improbable re-election in
deep blue Maine last week – have made a
career off.
Of course, the looming unpredictable
wild card remains Trump. Once his legal
challenges fall short and he leaves office in
January, his next move is anyone’s guess.
Even in defeat, his ironclad grip over the
GOP base remains intact – or perhaps
even stronger. So too does his ability to
drive the news cycle. He can – and will –
claim that he earned more popular votes
than any candidate in any prior election
ever – including Barack Obama at the
height of his popularity.
Should he decide to operate a shadow
government from Mar-a-Lago and blast
away at his opponents on Twitter while
remaining coy about his 2024 presidential
intentions, he will remain the biggest
draw in the pack. So while the curtain
is closing on this current chapter of the
Trump show, it’s possible we are all in
store for more acts to come.

Florida – Are
Democrats about to
be caught at sea?
What happened?
For the second Presidential election in
a row, Florida declared itself a red state.
And it was in Miami-Dade, a county
with a large Cuban population, where
eyebrows were really raised.
Whereas Hillary Clinton won the county
by a resounding 29 points in 2016, Joe
Biden won by a much-reduced 7 points,
which has raised serious concerns
amongst Democrats over what the
underlying demographic voting patterns
in the state could mean for the party
going forward.

What does it mean?
Post-election data from the pollster
Latino decisions indicated that, whilst
Latinos in Florida as a whole voted for
Joe Biden by a margin of more than 20
points, Florida’s anti-socialist Cuban
community backed Mr Trump by 55 per
cent. This has challenged the misguided
notion, held by many, that racial groups
vote as blocks.
Arguably, the single most important
factor in explaining the success of
Republicans with the Cuban community
in Florida has been their attempts to
brand the Democrats as a party of
socialists. The cut-through of these
attacks in Miami-Dade especially should,

in theory, lead to Democrats reflecting
on their leftward shift away from Joe
Manchin and towards Bernie Sanders.
But with an increasingly liberal base
to contend with, there is certainly no
guarantee of this.
Even if in reality most Democrats are
not, in fact, socialists – Republicans
have shown that this need not be the
case for them to put Cubans off voting
for the Democratic party. Besides, Joe
Biden was widely acknowledged to be
a moderate. Coupled with the GOP
retaining control of the Senate, increased
Democratic wariness could force them
to consider pushing a more moderate
agenda than they originally envisioned
over the coming four years. For many
Democrats, their failure to win in
Florida may also lead them to confront
their previously held assumption that
changing demographics around America
would directly benefit them. For one,
the growing liberal optimism over the
changing demographics in Texas was
once again resoundingly crushed as the
GOP won the state by nearly 6 points.
If Republicans are able to make further
inroads with other minority groups as
Democrats continue to veer leftwards,
liberals may start to become increasingly
anxious about their future electoral hopes.
Even though swing states like Nevada
and Arizona went blue this time around,
both are currently on course to be won
by smaller margins than the GOP in
Florida and Texas. With both also having
large Latino populations, such small
margins suggest that a willingness from
Democrats to embrace a broader coalition
has never been more important.

Redistricting – A New
Hope for Republicans
What happened?
The battle over voting districts in the US
is looming, as the outgoing White House
administration mulls over whether to
push census data out earlier than initially
expected.
As redistricting takes place at state
level, party control of state legislatures
will shape the next decade of American
elections. With Democrats failing to pick
up any state legislatures this November,
Republicans will now enter 2021 with
greater influence over the process than
they expected to.

What does it mean?
The process of redistricting varies
from state to state, with some states
such as Michigan handing over the
power to independent committees as a
result of voters passing a constitutional
amendment. However, in a majority
of states the party that controls the
legislature is able to dictate the process.
According to NYU’s Brennan Center for
Justice, 31 states’ congressional districts
are decided by the state legislature and
state legislative districts.

Allegations of gerrymandering
continually plague the American political
system; whereby the party in control
alters the makeup of voting districts
to benefit them electorally and reduce
support for the opposition party by
moving certain wards from swing seats to
already-safe seats.

“Republicans now have
a golden opportunity to
further tilt future elections
in their favour”
Control of state legislatures does not
only dictate the redistricting process in
many states, but also the makeup of their
supreme courts and political bodies.
This means that the political makeup of a state between elections can be
dramatically altered, and even more so if
a state legislature undertakes to suppress
votes through gerrymandering. As a
result, the significance of state legislatures
to the daily lives of Americans cannot
be underestimated – and nor can the
Democrats’ failure to gain even a single
one.
Whilst regaining the White House
is a huge and impressive victory for
Democrats, they have failed to achieve
the comprehensive victory they
desired. Republicans now have a golden
opportunity to further tilt future elections
in their favour, and to radically shape the
lives of many at a local level.

This Weeks
Must Reads
Trumpism without Trump: Democrats confront a defeated
President’s growing movement
CNN

“Trumpism, a novel strain of right-wing populism, is poised to remain a powerful force
in American politics”
- Gregory Krieg and Dan Merica explain why Trumpism is not going anywhere.

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez on Biden’s Win, House Losses,
and What’s Next for the Left
The New York Times

“The leadership and elements of the party are becoming so blinded to this anti-activist
sentiment that they are blinding themselves to the very assets that they offer”
- Astead W. Herndon sits down with Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez.

Election integrity is our most powerful tool
The Washington Examiner
“One of us served as President Trump’s director of national intelligence. The other
served as President Barack Obama’s secretary of defense. We have both devoted our
lives to protecting our democracy”
- Leon Panetta & Dan Coats on the election process.

Here’s What Kamala Harris Faces as a ‘First’
POLITICO

“When you assume power, there are high expectations. You become, effectively, a onewoman band with a mandate to defy all the low expectations of you, your race and your
gender”
- Teresa Wiltz asks other women of color what Vice President-Elect Harris can expect.
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